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1.   Section/Paragraph 690.9(A) 

2. Proposal Recommends (check one):  new text  revised text  deleted text 

3. Proposal (include proposed new or revised wording, or identification of wording to be deleted): [Note: Proposed text should be in 
legislative format; i.e., use underscore to denote wording to be inserted (inserted wording) and strike-through to denote wording to be deleted 
(deleted wording).]

Add the following paragraph to 690.9(A) before the Exceptions. 
 
Circuits, either ac or dc, connected to current limited supplies (e.g. PV modules, ac output of 
utility-interactive inverters) and also connected to sources having significantly higher current 
availability (e.g. parallel strings of modules, utility power) shall be protected from overcurrents 
at the source of overcurrents that can damage the circuit. 
 

4. Statement of Problem and Substantiation for Proposal: (Note: State the problem that would be resolved by your recommendation; give the 
specific reason for your Proposal, including copies of tests, research papers, fire experience, etc. If more than 200 words, it may be abstracted for 
publication.) 

For circuits supplied by current limited sources, Section 240. gives misleading requirements 
with respect to the location of overcurrent protection for the circuit.    The overcurrent 
protection must be located where the overcurrents can originate that might damage the circuit, 
not at the supply for the circuit which may be a current limited PV source or the ac output of a 
utility-interactive inverter.  These circuits are sized at 125% of the continuous currents the 
supplies can generate and are not affected by currents from the obvious supply for the circuit.  
However, they can be damaged by external sources that may be connected such as parallel-
connected PV source circuits or utility-power sources. 
 
 
See example diagrams on the next page. 
 
 
 
 
 



DC Example—Current limited PV source circuits: 
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